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Conflict and Controversy
Over Town Landings

By SUSANNA SHEEHAN

Over  the  last century,

Dusbury’s sixteen town I.m\im}_x |

have frequently been a source ot
controversy between the people
who hve near them and the pub-

he who have a right to use them. |

t‘llll”lklh OWVET AC0ess, t'"l_'flhll'h'
ment and maintenance have all
been a part of this F‘I:-{!nr_v
Ih-}'_ummg in 1893 and continu-
ngnto the next century, commit-
tees studied and documented the
town landings and reccommended
the town preserve and protect
them. In 1899, Duxbury’s towns-
people approved measures to sur-
vev the landings. mark them with

continued on page 14

TOWN LANDINGS

This is the third of a three-part [
series focusing on Duxbury's |
town landings. |

» Part 1 defines town landings |
and delves into the histories |
of the six oldest landings. |

create new town landings in

= Part 2 examines the push to :l
the early 1900s

* Part 3 focuses on the is- || |
sues surrounding town land-
ings and how they are-and
have been controversial
through the years.
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Coastal Zone Management
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Chunks of pavement have eroded off the end of the entrance to Shipyard Lane Beach.
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~ bothe woater has fonge §

abutters, which happens in
Duaburny and in other Massa-
chusetts towns
At many of Dusbury's Land-
TS, ONe Can seg encroachment
of vartous-kKinds, Infone case,
the ki oot a house agjacent to
the landing has spilled over its

'boundaries on town land
Clearly visible within this lawn
115 one of the two cement stakes
marking the landing lot line. At

otirer Landings, encroachment
has attected the entrywavs
wvenronen bushes obscure the
loot paths to the water and
Hawns have been allowed to
j provEover-acoess routes
- This encroachment serves
the purpose ot hindering the
Loublic's secess by creating o
! i'n-lm_y_ o trespassing on pri
wate land
landing’s night ot way is, many
people are intimidated and

Lnsare of where o

P would rather not chance tres-
i passing or upsetting neighbors.

lovaerack, “They are con

~tantlv afodds with the town”

In 1904, a town landing
committee voted “that the
selectmen be requested to
guard the public landings*

that painted signs be
placed upor them and
fences be built defining
their limits...that no
buildings or structures of
any kind be built upon
them and that several ways
to them be kept open and
# P
. unobstructed.
Wt access and mamtenance,
Tonaszuck has seen instances
ot mtimidation by abutters
whoerect i”t'j:.l' N t:'l'\p.u-qng
orno parking signs or tear
down town street sipns or sel
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landowners and the public.
| Hick’s Point landing and
| Peterson’s landing are two ar-
| eas Tonaszuck cites as*having
| been involved in conflict.
|  While public grievances
| center around access, ubutters
| can complain about rude
| people trespassing on their
[ land, parking where it's not al-
| lowed, littering and damaging
| fragile areas such as marsh-
[ tands.

Despite these problems,
| public access is just that — pub-
| i, and many people, including
| Tonaszuck, fee) the town must

protect its landings. “We
should do the best we can to
not have them disappear,” he
sand

Many other Massachusetts

towns, especially those on the

| North Shore, have grappled
with the issues of keeping pub-

lic landings  open. In
i Gloucester, g publig landings
e i i s W ]

| landings. Gloucester had a his-
| tory of private property own-
| ers encroaching on public land-
| ings. The landings advisory
committee was able to revive
38 publiclandings and ways to
the sea. It also published a bro-
chure describing each landing’s
location, its characteristics and
available parking.

In Nahant, annual peram-
bulations, or walking tours, are
given of that town’s ancient
walkways and trails including
| those to the water. The local
planning board and at least 50
residents of all ages participate
in these well-publicized events.
| InMarblehead. local public
| rights Gf ways to the ocean suf-
| fered from encroachment by
!abutting landowners whose
| lawns spilled over on to the
| paths. To combat this, the town
| received a coastal access grant
| from the state Department of
[ Environmental Management

f that enabled it to erect signs,
repair sea walls and build stairs
to the beach, thus creating
readily recognizable access
ways to the water.

At the state level, there is
help for cities and towns to re-
claim lost right of ways té the
sea. The state’s Coastal Access
and Mediation Service
{CALMS) program assists in
the resolution of local disputes
over public versus private ac-
cess to the coast. It will provide
free legal or mediation services
to towns, organizations or in-
dividuals if their cases have
merit.

Contflict at Peterson’s

Landing, 1982

In Duxbury, “landings can
be controversial because of con-
flict of use,” according to
Harbormaster Donald Beers.
An example of this is what hap-
pened between neighbors, the
town and shellfishermen at
Peterson’s landing off Powder
Point Ave. in 1982.

At that time, Doris and Rob-
ert Meyers lived at 222 Powder
Point Ave. in a house on the
sand facing the Back River
marsh. The lot lines of
Peterson’s landing practically
touch one corner of this house

ramp with sand and rocks.
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because they run at an angle to
the water. The house is not
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I maore than 10 ft awav from the
landing boundar The Meyers
complamed to the town that
therr Posder Pomt Ave neigh-
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Conflict and Coﬁf;overs

| from the lawful use of that pub-

lic resource. Obviously, the

public right of access to the sea

bars, Thomas Stalker and John

| 5
i Mot arthy, allowed mussel fish-

vrmen to park their trucks on
! private praperty to the right of

wanted the building mspector

can not be defeated because of

d persan s abjections to the

| sounds normally associated

| the town Landing, The Mevers

tostop this activ ity because the |

[ truck tea fie "mterrupts the
1

family's <leep and enjovment
ottheir property ™ and the prark-
[ ing “has become a source of

with such use ™

The appealed
loseph’s denial of their reguest
tothe zoning board ot appeals,

Mevers

building inspector's decision

[ extraordmary disturbance !

I and constitutes a nusance,”

according to a letter trom the

| Meyers’attorney to Duxbury’s
building inspector. The Meyers
also claimed that vehicles were
croding the beach and the frag-
ile marsh at the landing
After consulting
Duxbury’s

with
town counsel,
seph denied the Meyers' re-
quust because there were not
enough facts in the complaint

to prove the shelltishermen cre-
{ ated a nuisance. The town
| counsel also clearly stated that
| not only was the complaint
| lacking a legal basis, but that
l people who buy homes near
| existing town landings must

live with the activity there: “A

person who purchases prop-

| erty near or contiguous to a
public landing cannot com-
| plain about the noise generaled

‘| Town Landings:

|
* Mattakeeset Court at the town
pier
* Cove Street
= Harden Hill
* Howland's Landing 1
* Drew Salt Works at the end of |
Bay Pond Road
‘ * Simeon Soule’s and Clark
i ‘ Pelerson's landing off Powder
|

Point Avenue |

* Powder Point Bridge land- |
| ings- both north and south |

| sides | |
|

a AnBrcrame b oo i1 e

| building inspector Spencer Jo- |

The Meyers complained to
the town that their Powder
Point Ave. neighbors,
Thomas Stalker and John
McCarthy, allowed musse|
fishermen to park their
trucks on private property
to the right of the town
landing.

In the end, both Stalker and

| McCarthy asked the fishermen

to stop parking on their beach.
Letters written by Thomas
Stalker to the musselmen indi-
cate the Conservation Commis-
sion issued a cease and desist
order of the parking to prevent
erosion. It does not appear that
the Meyers appealed the ZBA's
decision to the courts since
there 1s no record of this in
town files,

As a result of this conflict
about par king, Peterson’s land-
ing was thrust into the spot-
light. Over 200 people came to
the ZBA's public hearing be-
cause they feared the landing

| would beclosed and then a pre-

cedent would be set for the clo-
sure of others, Both residents

| and the town’'s planning board

wrote letlers and spoke about
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Both

| harbormaster's department
. .

{ and thd departmdnt o puliie

| landings

| works share the responsibility
[ 1or mamtanming the landimngs
| but it 1= a constant strugele

rubs ol the street .ld{im;.t'rv the

Sthe !

While the ocean hammers | construct-
away at binding's beaches and g several
| paved boat Liunches eroding | " uppers

| themy continually, storm w fter |
which ultimately upheld the |

Ared surveyea o determine
how 1o reduce crosion. 1t also
recommended |‘r|:l_-;|nl-_: i
loads ot sand and gravel In
1992, Crady creatdd a plin that
tny olved

Along Cong

>t to re-

washouts. o, hashes and || duce  the
brambles grow over the on ' run-ots be
| trances and must be cut back || tore it
| o preseny e access, reached the
I A goud example ol a land- 1 landin s Harbormaster
| ing whose maintenance o | ind build- Don Beers

| been ipnored, until recently 1<

Cove St i
“It's in a terrible situation
right now,” explained Conser-

vation Administrator Jou |

2

how important it was to pre- |
I

serve Peterson’s and all land-
ings

Inthe seventeen years since
that conflict, Peterson’s landing
has remained open to the pub-
lic, although the prople who
use it have changed
musselmen are gone because
mussels have all but disap

T

The |

unusable.”
In constant use since before

1834, Cove St has had long- | DIPW’s back hoe was busy

standing problems with ero
sion. This landings paved en- |
try s at g low point between
hills on cither side, and rain i

twater runs down the hills into
| R

this Baradtanls oa

mgarctention basin in a weedy
arca to catch the rest of the rain
water. He also recommended

y. Surrounds Town Landings

treacherous ankle turping i
pernence

Wl Beers tries 1o kewp up

©with the T O TR TR T AR TATe
dimp. asking the
! DPW tor sand o asphalt at al
Cowavsseems that mather natune

ol ocach la

= onestep abead of lim, woors
ening alreads bad condition.
Ao, the harbwnrmaster- (F

| partment has no tunding tog
I.]I'ILIIT‘I_L" nrantenance and must
winl until the DPW can <pare
the men and the money, Somge

bimes, ot can by o long want
“The man reason it takes -
i long and the work is so stingy
Dis because of th creoloey and
the requirements of the Wet-
lands Protection Act,” ex

removing part of the paved | plained Tonaszuck. “Fach one

launch ramp and filling in that

Grady in early Julv. “It's almost I part and the rest of the area ]

s done individually, in the cat
crpory of maintenance instead

: . 4 L
Erosion of the asphalt ramp at Harden Hill landing has been a !ong's!anding problem.

with clean sand and gravel. |

of construction soas to not dis-

Just two weeks dgao. a |! rupt the ecology there”

working at the Cove St land-
ing, fixing the ramp and filling
n the crosion with sand and
pravel

Like Cove S1L olfier land-

While the town plays catch-

U trving to maintain its land-
Lings, it must also look to the

tuture to protect these histori
rights of wav to the sea. In-
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| | George Sreet
|| * Bluefish River
[ «Winsor Streat
|| *Water Street
| Josselyn Avenue landings
| ] * Landing Road,
i | =Hick's Point Road

* Ford's Stand off Ocean Road
North.

Mueyers have moved on also
However, the Peterson’s land-
my mdident s a reminder for |

many of how strongly residents |

| feel about preserving their |
town l.mdingﬁ_
Maintenance is a
| Constant Battle
| In addition to access and use
| cantlicts, maintenance is an- |
other issue involving town

sandy parking arca and erod-
ing the asphalt launching
ramp. The sea water coming up
to meet the asphalt ramp fur-
ther undermines it, turning it
into chunks of pavement, mak-
ing boat launching nearly im-
possible.

The problems at Cove St
have been long been recog -
nized. In 1975, the town land-
ings commitiee wanted the

m B g
need attention

I Hill landing has also fallen proy
to erosion of its asphalt and

pravel sections. .Ong of the

| LRl R L L b
|

warst cases of erosion is at

winter, northeast storms break
offlarge chunks of pavement at
the entrance ramp. Come sum-
mer what's left is a precipitous
drop off in the payement that
i makes reaching the beach a

Fhe Harden |

Shipyard Lane beach: over the |

vpment and population on
Puxbury's waterfront make
public landings that much
more mmportant to the commmu-
nity. Maintaining the landings
as safe and viable, prescerving
the access ways trom encroach-
mentand neglect, and mitigat-
ing future conflicts are obliga-
tions that must be shoulderad
by both the town and its res-
dents.
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*
DOMINO EFFECT: This recent aerial view of Duxbury Beach shows a solid line of four wheel drive |
vehicles laying claim to beach space. '



